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939 June 28, 1899 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Smallpox in Chelsea. 

Chelsea, Mass., June 18, 1899. 
Sir : We have had 2 cases of smallpox on Chestnut street. There 
has been 1 other case of a man who was taken sick about four weeks 
ago. No physician called. He had been unloading wool and hides 
from a vessel named Lou Wood, from Eosario, South America, at either 
the Mystic Wharf or one of the wharves on Medford street, Charles- 
town, and since he went out has been at work for the Export Lumber 
Company, Mystic Wharf. 

Yours, respectfully, Eli Veazie, 

Cleric. 

OREGON. 

Smallpox in Portland. 

Portland, Oreo., June H, 1899. 

Sir : Confirming my telegram of yesterday I have the honor to report 
the presence of smallpox in this city. The patient, a white laborer, 
aged 38 years, recently from Newberg and Hood Eiver, Oreg., not 
suspecting the nature of his disease, called upon a local physician for 
treatment ; he was at once isolated. In company with the quarantine 
officer, Dr. C. H. Wheeler, I visited the patient yesterday and found a 
case of discrete variola in the pustular stage, eighteenth day. This 
man has had the freedom of the city for a day or two. and I fear that a 
good many people have been exposed to the infection here, at Hood 
Eiver, and on the boats plying between. It is probable that the disease 
was contracted at Newberg, Oreg., and then carried to Hood Eiver, a 
small hamlet in Wasco County on the south bank of the Columbia 
Eiver. At the latter place a large number of laborers and Indians 
collect at this season of the year from various towns in this State and 
Washington, for the purpose of picking strawberries. It is reported 
that there are now 1,200 of these people encamped in that vicinity, and 
should smallpox break out among them it would be widely dissem- 
inated. 

Vaccination and isolation of suspects and other precautionary meas- 
ures have been instituted by the Portland health authorities. 

Eespectfully, yours, Eupert Blue, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

TEXAS. 

Brownsville. — The family referred to in the letter of Acting Assistant 
Surgeon Hodson, of May 29 (see Public Health Beports, June 9, 
page 886),, as having left Vera Cruz for the United States via Tampico, 
arrived at Brownsville, Tex., June 19. The collector of customs was 
notified of their possible arrival, and he telegraphed June 17 as follows : 

Brownsville, Tex., Jime 19, 1899. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service: 

Family referred to reached here, via Monterey, sixteen days out from Vera Cruz.' 
All necessary precautions to prevent infection were taken. 

Maris, Collector. 



